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Carbon dioxide capture and storage is a technology that holds a great deal of promise to reduce emissions from large point sources like coal fired power plants. However, there are a number of concerns, such as the feasibility and acceptability of storing CO2 waste indefinitely in the natural environment, the high cost, and the practical difficulty of moving from the current research phase to commercialisation.

This presentation will address current research into each of these areas, with a focus on environmental risk assessment in carbon dioxide storage, including the technologies to monitor CO2 and the strategies to apply them. We also examine the interaction of technical risk assessment with public perception, and the critical role of being able to develop stakeholder participation and communications strategies. With European legislation on CCS having recently been proposed, we examine the potential it has to manage risk and help the technology find an appropriate role in a future clean energy supply. This includes consideration of the use of public funding at EU and Member State level, for which there is as yet no comprehensive approach.
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