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Will the Drylands become even dryer - Evidence from the Past.
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Based on computer modeling, Held and Soden predict that the coming global warming will dry out the extratropics and bring extra rainfall to the tropics. We test this prediction against the situation for the last glacial period and find that indeed there was a large increase in rainfall at temperate latitudes and a suggestion of a reduction in rainfall in the tropics. As the decrease in ice cover from glacial to Holocene was far less than that which will be generated by global warming, we use the difference in response between the LGM (26 to 18 kyrs) and the Mystery Interval (17.5 to 14.5 kyrs) as a means of separating the impacts of cooling and ice cover. Our conclusion is that the glacial record supports the Held - Soden hypothesis.
